[Incidence of proapoptotic proteins p53 and p21 in epithelial ovarian tumors].
The aim of the study was to evaluate the expression of proapoptotic proteins p53 and p21 in cystadenomas, borderline tumors and ovarian cancers. The correlation between proapoptotic proteins and selected parameters of ovarian tumors was also assessed. The study group consisted of 66 patients operated on because of epithelial ovarian tumor The study group was further divided into three subgroups: cystadenomas, borderline tumors and ovarian cancers. The average value of p53 was the highest in the ovarian cancer group (50.12 +/- 39.52), whereas average value for p21 was the highest in patients with borderline tumors (24.41 +/- 24.43). There was a negative correlation between tumor stage and parameters of p21(+++), p21(++), p271 (+) but no correlation was found between the expression of p53, p21 and histological type of ovarian cancer. The assessment of p53 and p21 can be expensive, but it proves to be a useful tool in difficult cases. Positive reaction to p53 can be noted in both, benign and malignant ovarian tumors, but in case of cancer its intensity is notably stronger.